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THIRD NATIONAL LOCKDOWN
The UK is in national lockdown and like the first lockdown in March, we cannot leave our
homes except for certain reasons such as medical, food, exercise and for those who cannot
work from home.

The rules can be seen here:

•

•
•
•

England: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-athome?utm_source=8f43e68a-5e0b-44b9-a5db9e5b5a83d680&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_content=daily
Scotland: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-homeguidance/
Wales: Alert level 4 | GOV.WALES
Northern Ireland: Coronavirus (COVID-19) regulations guidance: what the
restrictions mean for you | nidirect

All we can do is hope the vaccine is rolled out efficiently to those most vulnerable and that
this new lockdown slows the spread of the virus down. In the meantime we will continue to
support you throughout this troubling period, and we will be processing your payroll,
accounts, tax returns and grants as usual.
The lockdown announcement can be seen here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-announces-nationallockdown?utm_source=d1ab7351-581d-4522-9cd8bb774e8d45e5&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
Below is our latest summary of Government information. If you need help please talk to us,
we are here to listen and advise our clients - we are with you all the way.
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New lockdown grants announced
Businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors are to receive a one-off grant worth
up to £9,000, the Chancellor announced on 5th January.

The Chancellor announced one-off top up grants for retail, hospitality and leisure businesses
worth up to £9,000 per property to help businesses through to the Spring. In addition there is
a £594 million discretionary fund also made available to support other impacted businesses.
The grants will be provided on a per-property basis to support businesses through the latest
restrictions, and is expected to benefit over 600,000 business properties, worth £4 billion in
total across all nations of the UK.
A further £594 million is also being made available for Local Authorities and the Devolved
Administrations to support other businesses not eligible for the grants, that might be affected
by the restrictions. Businesses should apply to their Local Authorities.
The one-off top-ups will be granted to closed businesses as follows:

•
•
•
•

£4,000 for businesses with a rateable value of £15,000 or under
£6,000 for businesses with a rateable value between £15,000 and £51,000
£9,000 for businesses with a rateable value of over £51,000
any business which is legally required to close, and which cannot operate effectively
remotely, is eligible for a grant

Business support is a devolved policy and therefore the responsibility of the devolved
administrations, which will receive additional funding as a result of these announcements in
the usual manner:

•
•
•

the Scottish Government will receive £375 million
the Welsh Government will receive £227 million
the Northern Ireland Executive will receive £127 million

We will keep you up to date with further details as and when the Governments release
information.
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See: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/46-billion-in-new-lockdown-grants-to-supportbusinesses-and-protect-jobs?utm_source=a170333b-b9af-49fe-94514c803aad4511&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
For England, the eligibility guidance can be seen at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-ifyour-business-is-eligible-for-a-coronavirus-grant-due-to-national-restrictions-for-closedbusinesses?utm_source=91047667-9914-4b82-bf640a22ccd9fd94&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily

Travel advice: Coronavirus (COVID-19)
The Government has announced guidance for British people travelling overseas during the
pandemic if they are legally permitted to travel internationally.
The guidance varies for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and links can be
found on the website below.
On the Government website there is a travel planning checklist, links to individual countries
rules and Consular help.

See: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus?utm_source=04431c9a7dfe-4277-9980-eef9040b5ee0&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_content=daily
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List of private providers of coronavirus testing

The Department of Health and Social Care is aware of the private sector (non-NHS)
providers published on this page who have declared that they meet the government’s
minimum standards for:

•
•

Test to Release for international travel
Domestic COVID-19 testing

If you have to travel abroad then this page provides a list of private providers of tests.
Typically they offer a 24-hour fast test or standard service.
See: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/list-of-private-providers-of-coronavirustesting/list-of-private-providers-of-coronavirus-testing

Critical workers and vulnerable children who can access schools or educational
settings - England
The list of critical workers (key workers) and vulnerable children and young people who can
access full-time education provision in the case of future restrictions on education during the
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak has been updated at 5th January.

Critical workers are defined as Parents whose work is critical to the coronavirus (COVID-19)
and EU transition response including those who work in health and social care and in other
key sectors outlined in the following sections. Children with at least one parent or carer who
is a critical worker can go to school or college if required:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health and social care;
Education and children;
Key public services;
Local and national government;
Food and other necessary goods;
Public safety and national security;
Transport and border; and
Utilities, communication and financial services.

See: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintainingeducational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintainingeducational-provision
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The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme rules have been updated
In view of the national lockdown the Government has released Information about employees
unable to work because they have caring responsibilities.

See: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-which-employees-you-can-put-on-furlough-to-usethe-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme?utm_source=7e4fd844-191b-46fd-beb78b95c5274233&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily

Haulier advice site locations
At the Department for Transport’s haulier advice sites HGV drivers can:

•
•
•
•

Find out about the rules and documents needed to move goods between
the UK and EU.
Complete a free border readiness check to ensure they have the correct
documentation to cross the EU border.
Get help using the Check an HGV is ready to cross the border service.
HGV drivers can also use the free live webchat function to complete a border
readiness check between 8am and 8pm, 7 days a week.

See: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/haulier-advice-site-locations?utm_source=9affb16f-b6a648c6-b63e-65c6281e7e83&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_content=daily

Testing for HGV drivers using the Port of Dover or Eurotunnel
How HGV drivers get their COVID-19 test before leaving the UK for France.
See: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-testing-for-hgv-drivers-using-the-port-ofdover-or-eurotunnel?utm_source=5cc9a101-6b8f-4b5d-856174a99b889190&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
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Worker, Temporary Worker and Student sponsors

There is updated advice for Worker, Temporary Worker and Student sponsors in the UK who
are sponsoring those affected by coronavirus (COVID-19).
Contents

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

If your student or employee is absent
If you’re sponsoring a student who is distance learning
If you have issued a Certificate of Sponsorship (CoS) or a confirmation of acceptance
for studies (CAS) and the sponsored employee or student has not yet applied for a
visa
If you’re sponsoring a student who’s waiting for their permission as a Student or Child
Student application to be decided
If you’re sponsoring employees who are working from home
If you’re sponsoring an employee who’s waiting for their work visa application to be
decided
If you cannot pay the salaries of sponsored employees because you’ve temporarily
reduced or ceased trading
Scanned documents
If you need more information about the measures in place for students and their
sponsors
Coronavirus Immigration Help Centre

See: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-tier-2-4-and-5sponsors?utm_source=cbf3feb1-3fb9-44f3-993d1d6d63833858&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
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